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 ealising you have an opportunity to make your 
house the benchmark for a whole neighbourhood is one thing, but 
to actually do so is quite another. However, Chris Cooke did just that 
when he recognised that the double-fronted detached Victorian house 
in leafy Ealing he had just purchased had enormous potential. Owned 
by the same family for more than 20 years, the house, built in the 
mid-1890s, was rather run-down and definitely in need of some love. 
Chris, who owns his own building and development company, was 
instantly able to see it could be turned back into a grand residence 
and started this huge undertaking by stripping out the entire interior 
of the building, digging out the basement and also adding a loft 
extension. Here, he tells us more about the project… 

What was your plan for the house?
Inside there weren’t many period features left and I felt it was important 
to make the most of the ones that remained, which were predominantly 
outside, so we largely left the exterior alone. Inside it’s a very different 
story, though. Essentially it’s a new-build construction with no load-
bearing walls at all. It was quite a job. I’m a carpenter by trade and 

R I’m a big believer in using the right craftsmen for the job, so while 
my company does a lot of the work, I do use outside companies for 
specialist jobs such as the lighting, electrics and, of course, the kitchen, 
for which we went to Vogue Kitchens.

What was your vision for the kitchen space?
I’m very keen on combining the indoor with the outdoor and, because 
the south-facing garden backs on to a railway, there are no buildings 
obscuring the view. The light is amazing so I knew the back of the 
house needed to be opened up. I wanted it to seem as if the kitchen 
was outside and vice versa and that’s where the idea came for the 
interior and exterior circular tiled floor pattern. It draws the kitchen 
outside and the garden in. 

What was your brief for the kitchen design?
While the inside-outside feel was important, this job was unusual as 
the kitchen and living space is enormous, so it required a bold design 
– something that would stand out on its own but also tie in with the 
circular floor, which the island does perfectly. The design also needed 

it to be sleek enough to prevent the kitchen becoming oppressive, 
with a modern, furniture feel, which I think Vogue Kitchens has pulled 
off really well. It harmonises beautifully in the space, as the doors are 
finished in mock polished plaster and the wall behind the spiral staircase 
in the hallway is actual polished plaster in the same colour.
 
What was your inspiration for the master bedroom and bathroom?
The main vision was to make the space a suite, reminiscent of a hotel. 
It’s real luxury to have separate rooms, so rather than your bedroom 
being huge with everything in it, you’ve got several separate but 
connected spaces. There is so much light at the back of the house that 
I felt I could break the main space up without making it feel dark. 
It became four rooms with its own hallway, which is the ultimate in 
decadence. Running between the bedroom and bathroom are built-in 
wardrobes and we have a separate dressing room. For the bathroom, 
the two big windows looking on to the garden were a real feature and 
I had the big mirrored cabinet built so, as you walk in, the beautiful 
cherry tree outside reflects through the window onto the mirror, which  
is gorgeous. KBB

Opening pages (p116-117): With 
a ceiling reaching almost 5m-high, 
clever lighting was essential in this 
space to prevent it feeling cavernous. 
Spotlights, pendants and LEDs 
combine to keep all areas well lit. 

Above: Almost the entire length of 
the exterior wall has been given over 
to bi-fold doors. The limestone floor 
flows seamlessly into the garden, 
creating an instant connection 
between inside and out.

What was the vision for the guest bedroom and how did 
you achieve it?
The guest bedroom is at the front and typical of the period and style 
of the house. It’s a nice big north-facing Victorian bedroom with 
modern amenities and the idea behind it was that it felt luxurious 
and again wouldn’t be out of place in any hotel in the world. We 
thought that in a house of this calibre, even guests should feel spoilt. 
We used soft colours and lots of textured finishes to give it a sense of  
understated glamour.

Why did you choose a dark colour scheme for the guest ensuite? 
The black tiles are quite masculine and a little daring for a small room. 
Of course, there’s a very thin line between being daring and being 
foolish, but the one thing that swayed me is that at the front of this house 
the windows are enormous, even in the bathroom, where it takes up 
almost an entire wall. I’m quite brave with colour – I don’t like design to 
have a statement, but as it’s a small bathroom I realised that if I made it 
really light it would have been nondescript so I took a risk and gave it  
some character. 
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Left: Sitting in an L-shape, the kitchen cabinetry is zoned. 
One side is given over to storage and appliances, while the 
other holds the undercounter sink and induction hob. The 
two-tone worktop follows the same curve as the circular 
tiled floor pattern below.

Above: These glamorous Tom Dixon pendant lights in a 
variety of sizes have been hung at different heights to add 
a touch of whimsy to the scheme.

Opposite page: Counterbalancing the dark kitchen 
cabinetry at the opposite end of the room, the rest of the 
space is painted in a simple, cool white. The lowered, 
curved part of the ceiling was specifically engineered to 
echo the shape of the huge pendant light.
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Above: Large windows and pendant 
lights ensure the south-facing master 
bedroom is bathed in light. The bed 
was specially made for Chris to 
accommodate the sloping ceilings 
in this top-floor room and is dressed 
with simple white linen and a bold 
blue throw.

Opposite page, top: Chris was 
keen to replicate a hotel feel and so 
created four rooms to make up a 
suite rather than one large bedroom 
and an ensuite. One door leads to a 
dressing room, while the other leads 
through to the master bathroom.

Bottom: Linking the master bedroom 
and ensuite is a walk-through built-in 
wardrobe with plenty of hanging and 
drawer space.

     

Q&A
Kitchen designer Sharan Johal of Vogue Kitchens says…

What was the biggest challenge with the project? 
This project was fairly straightforward, as the client knew precisely what he wanted. 
The only real challenge was the island, trying to get the two different worktop colours 
sitting perfectly and matching up with the curve of the flooring.  

Which elements took up most of the budget? 
it was probably the leicht cabinetry – the doors were made from a concrete front, 
sealed with matt lacquer and are definitely not a budget choice. Then it was the Miele 
Pureline appliances. 

Any tips for people embarking on a similar project?
Trust your kitchen designer to help you with your project as a whole, not just the kitchen 
cabinetry. We’re increasingly being asked to install kitchens into large, open-plan rooms 
like this one and we’ll always look at the bigger picture, giving advice on how to help 
the whole room flow to its best advantage.
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Above: The master ensuite, with 
large shower enclosure, framed bath, 
twin vanity units and large-format tiles 
on the floor and walls, provides a real 
sense of indulgence and relaxation.

Right: Keen to make the most of 
the view, Chris positioned a bespoke 
mirror cabinet to reflect the vista 
back into the room, making it feel  
dual-aspect.

Left: A high button-
backed headboard and 
tones of pale coral and 
taupe give the spacious 
guest bedroom a feeling 
of hotel-style grandeur.  

Below right: Unusually, 
all the interior doors 
leading on to the main 
hallway are painted 
black. “I was adamant 
I wanted to put black 
doors throughout the 
house to give the hallway 
a feeling of opulence. 
Although it’s seemingly 
very masculine, it doesn’t 
become overbearing 
because the space is so 
grand it allows for that,” 
reveals Chris.

Below left: Floor-to-
ceiling built-in wardrobes 
provide plenty of 
essential storage, but 
they are painted white 
so they retreat into  
the background.
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DESIGN
Architecture and design Chris Cooke, Stimilon Developments  
(07984 482628 or www.stimilon.co.uk) 
Kitchen design and installation Vogue Kitchens (020 8997 5400 or 
www.voguekitchens.co.uk) 

KITCHEN
Cabinetry Leicht 793 Concrete-C cabinetry with matt finish in 192 Brasilia, 
Vogue Kitchens, as before
Worktops 20mm Carbono and Kensho composite (to inner circle of 
island), Silestone (01256 761129 or www.silestone.co.uk)
Splashback Toughened glass, Southern Counties Glass (01403 264723 
or www.southerncountiesglass.co.uk)
Appliances Integrated larder fridge and freezer, Liebherr (0333 014 7888 or 
www.liebherr.co.uk); Induction hob, two pyrolytic single ovens, combination 
microwave, coffee machine, integrated dishwasher, and undercounter wine 
storage unit, all Miele (0330 160 6600 or www.miele.co.uk)
Sink and tap Blanco Zero sink (0844 912 0100 or www.blanco.co.uk); 
PRO3 Fusion boiling-water tap, Quooker (0345 833 3555 or  
www.quooker.com); ISE 65 waste disposal unit, InSinkErator  
(01923 297880 or www.insinkerator.co.uk)
Lighting Moooi Raimond pendant lamp and Tom Dixon Mirror ball pendant lights, 
various sizes, both Houseology (0330 363 0330 or www.houseology.com);  
Large movie set light, provided by Emblem Furniture (020 8847 2102 or  
www.emblemfurniture.co.uk); LED lights supplied and fitted by J&J 
Richardson Electrical (07876 611756 or www.jjrichardsonelectrical.com)

Barstools Emblem Furniture, as before
Bell jars For similar try Nordic House (01872 223220 or  
www.nordichouse.co.uk) 
Flooring Limestone and sandstone tiles, for similar try  
Stone & Ceramic Warehouse (020 8993 5545 or  
www.stoneandceramicwarehouse.co.uk)
Bi-fold doors Large aluminium framed doors, Express Bifolds (0800 121 
4809 or www.expressbifolds.co.uk)
Garden furniture Maze rattan six-seat dining set in mixed brown, Modern 
Living (0161 688 6688 or www.modern-living.co)

DINING/lIvING AREA
Dining table and benches For similar try Maisons du Monde  
(0808 234 2172 or www.maisonsdumonde.com)  
Sofa For similar try Baccara grand sofa in Elena Putty, John Lewis  
(0345 604 9049 or www.johnlewis.com)
Damask cushions For similar try Wayfair (www.wayfair.co.uk) 
Coffee table For similar try Greenapple Arc table, John Lewis, as before

MASTER BEDROOM
Bed and ottoman Low divan and covered ottoman, Emblem Furniture,  
as before
Bedside tables Emblem Furniture, as before
Flooring Pearl Snow lime-washed boards, Avenue Interiors (020 8723 
5102 or www.avenue-interiors.com)
Lights Define Lighting (01954 583263 or www.definelighting.co.uk)

SourceBook
Bedding and cushions Dark blue throw, Emblem Furniture, as before. For 
similar cushions and linen try John Lewis, as before
Bedside lamps For similar try John Lewis, as before
Rug Maya Murex rug by Calvin Klein, Houseology, as before
Prints Long Shore and Drift both by Peter Lanyon, King & McGaw  
(01273 511942 or www.kingandmcgaw.com)

MASTER BATHROOM
Tiling (walls and floor) Rust White porcelain tiles and (bath surround) 
Westmoreland Planks in Grey, both Stone & Ceramic Warehouse, as before
Bath Starlet IV bath, Bette (0844 800 0547 or www.bette.co.uk)
WC Starck 3 range WC, Duravit (0845 500 7787 or www.duravit.co.uk)
Basins Pearl countertop basins, Bauhaus (0345 873 8840 or  
www.bauhaus-bathrooms.co.uk)
Brassware Belgravia wall-mounted basin and bath taps, Crosswater  
(0345 873 8840 or www.crosswater.co.uk)
Towel rail For similar try MHS Radiators (01268 546700 or  
www.mhsradiators.co.uk)
Shower Large shower enclosure, for similar try Simpsons (0345 873 8840 
or www.simpsons-enclosures.co.uk)
Lighting Wall sconces, for similar try Reflex Twin from Define Lighting,  
as before

GUEST BEDROOM
Bed For similar try upholstered Foxtail double bedhead in Sand, £675, 
Button & Sprung (0333 320 1801 or www.buttonandsprung.com)

Chair For similar try Molly armchair in Mink, Made (0344 257 1888 or  
www.made.com)
Bedside tables and dressing table Supplied by Emblem, as before
Circular table For similar try Modular side table in black,  
The French Bedroom Company (01444 415430 or  
www.frenchbedroomcompany.co.uk)
Carpet Westex 100% wool, supplied and fitted by Avenue Interiors,  
as before
Lights Martina five-light pendant and LED Reader in polished chrome,  
both Define Lighting, as before
Bedding For similar bedspread and linen try Soak & Sleep (01483 437762 
or www.soakandsleep.com)

GUEST BATHROOM
Wall and floor tiles Dante Black porcelain tile, Stone & Ceramic 
Warehouse, as before
Furniture Design vanity unit and mirror cabinet, both Bauhaus, as before
Brassware For similar try Edge 2 wall-mounted basin taps, Status bath 
taps and Glide square showerhead, all Crosswater, as before
Sanitaryware Starck 3, Duravit, as before
Bath and screen For similar try Bette, as before 

COST
A similar kitchen would cost around £40,000, a similar master bedroom 
around £35,000 and a similar master bathroom £26,000, while a similar 
guest bedroom and ensuite would cost £31,000 (all excluding installation)

Right: Ensuites can often feel nondescript 
as their size leads people to be slightly 
unadventurous in terms of colours, but this 
combination of black large-format tiles and 
warm wood vanity unit shows that going dark 
can be extremely effective.

Above: Laura Ashley Alfred floor 
light, £475. (0333 200 8009 or 
www.lauraashley.com)

Left: Upholstered Foxtail double 
bedhead in Sand, £675, Button  
& Sprung. (0333 320 1801 or  
www.buttonandsprung.com)

Above: Alice stainless-steel and 
glass-topped side table, £199, 
John Lewis. (0345 604 9049 
www.johnlewis.com) 

Above: Bauhaus Design 50 vanity unit with cast mineral marble 
basin, £454. (0345 873 8840 or www.bauhaus-bathrooms.co.uk)

Above: Large copper pendant 
light, £189, Aflair. (020 8789 7377 
or www.aflair.co.uk)

Right: Glass bell jar, £9.95, Nordic 
House. (01872 223220 or  
www.nordichouse.co.uk)
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GET THE
LOOK


